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would ever expect to see an English ship sailing
that secret ocean. So in 1577, with five small
ships, he started on the great voyage that was to
take him round the world and enable him to sack
the treasure towns along the Pacific shores.
The biggest of his five vessels was the Pelican
of a hundred tons; the smallest was the Chris-
topher, only fifteen tons. Yet, with these he crossed
the Atlantic safely and touched the shores of
Brazil. Then he began to creep southwards. His
little fleet grew smaller, for one ship, the Mary-
gold, sank with all hands; the tiny Christopher
was broken up, and the Elizabeth returned home.
But Drake was resolved to win. He re-christened
the Pelican and gave it the name which,was to
be so famous, the Golden Hind, taken from the
crest borne by the captain of the Queen's Guards.
At lengtiN-gfre^j^acjiedL and sailed through the
Straits of Magellan, fne first Englishman to pass
round into the Pacific, up to now so closely
guarded as the private preserve of Spain. No
Spaniard had dreamt that even the famous " II
Draque " could come that way, and he fell upon
the treasure ships at once* He plundered the
towns along the Pacific coast, which could offer
no resistance, for they had never even considered
the possibility of attack. Again the details read
like a fairy-tale, for so vast was the plunder that
the Golden Hind actually was filled up with silver
as ballast.
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